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Haikou is only the center of Hainan’s town and
market system, but also the center of a larger region

Dialogue with G.WilliamSkinner

Zhang JiJiao & Zhong YuanTing

University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Abstract: For a long time, many scholars have believed that Haikou is the
center of Hainan. However, is Haikou merely the center of Hainan, or does
it serve as the center for a larger region? This essay discusses
G.WilliamSkinner from three regional perspectives: “Haikou-Hainan,
Haikou-Lingnan, and Haikou-Southeast Asia”, and it analyses how the
urban and market systems in Hainan are centred around Haikou and how
Lingnan and Southeast Asian urban and market systems revolve around
Haikou as a secondary centre. Since the Ming and Qing dynasties, both
official and grassroots forces have jointly contributed to the development
of the urban system, and Hainan’s urban system has become mature: a
four-level hierarchical structure of government, prefecture, county and
town, and the coordinated development of multiple functions. In the
process, Haikou has continuously broken through regional boundaries and
built an international trading network through the construction of Nanyang
and the return of overseas Chinese, and has become a sub-center of the
Lingnan regional market and Southeast Asia.

Keywords: Urban system, market system, centre, Haikou Hainan,
G.WilliamSkinner
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On the intrinsic meaning of “Master Poet of the
South” Qiu Shuyuan changing his original surname

Taking the characters “qgiu” and “Qiu” as examples

Liang Chin Chun

Feng Chia University College of Humanities and Social Sciences

Abstract: The origin of the Qiu surname is generally believed to have
stemmed from the avoidance of the surname “Qiu”. This article approaches
the topic from a philological perspective, interpreting the origin and
semantic evolution of the Chinese characters Qiu and Qiu. It examines the
influence of ancient Chinese taboo studies and the Confucius name-
avoidance incident on the characters Qiu and Qiu. Furthermore, with a
focus on the life, works, and ideological context of Qiu Shuyuan, a
prominent figure in the “Master Poet of the South”, the article analyses the
impact of Westernization on the modern context of Singapore, as well as
the influence of traditional Chinese intellectuals such as Kang Youwei,
Liang Qichao, and Qiu Fengjia during the late Qing and early Republic of
China periods. It clarifies the intrinsic meaning of the Qiu surname’s
restoration during the early years of the Republic of China. Considering
the documentary evidence and epitaph written by Qiu Shuyuan himself
after the Republic of China, which consistently uses the Qiu character, the
author urges the academic community to respect this choice and uniformly
recognize Qiu as the surname of Shuyuan.

Keywords: Qiu Shuyuan, modern ideas, taboo of true names, surnames
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Contradiction and symbol:

The social attributes of private writing in the memory style
diary article of Qing Dynasty

Runzhe Zhao

Huazhong University of Science and Technology

Abstract: There is a certain degree of contradictory changes in narrative
intentions in the Qing Dynasty’s retrospective diary writings. This analysis
uncovers the symbolic self-disclosure and the creation of memory spaces
in memoir-style notes. The author brings the private and introspective
nature of Qing Dynasty memoir-style notes into the public domain through
social activities such as socialising and writing prefaces and postscripts.
Consequently, these texts become a vessel for expressing the sufferings of
illness, the uncertainties of officialdom, and the humanistic concerns,
constructing the evolving trajectory of the literati's creative mentality.

Keywords: The memory style diary article, Privacy writing, Symbolic
self, Memory space





